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Directions 
Below are some questions to help you and your small group spend time discussing the topic of “Integrity” and how it plays a role in being a man of God.  We have provided more questions than you will most likely need (better having to much to talk about rather than to little) please fill free to skip over the ones you don’t like and even come up with some of your own.  
“Video Teaching” refresher – if you would like to look back at the vide teaching we showed last week about “Integrity” you can find it on our web page (under Teen Ministry & The Art of Manliness) or on the youth groups Facebook page (Lakewood CC Youth Group). 
~Ice Breaker ~
• Think back to when you were younger and you got caught in a lie from a coach, teacher, or parent. What was it you got caught doing  and what was your punishment? 

~General Discussion on Integrity ~
Q -• Spin back 2000 years and imagine that you are in a Roman courtroom being asked to declare the truthfulness of your words. Since the Bible wasn’t assembled or used by Romans what do you think Roman men put their hand on when they came to testify?......
 A -The answer is: Roman men grabbed their crotch! They swore to the truth based on the honor of their manhood and that is the Latin root word for testimony and testify.”

• Why is being unreliable or dishonest something that crumbles genuine manhood?
• What does it mean when someone says, “my word is my bond”?
• If someone were to give you too much change by only a dime or quarter, would you return it?
• What if you didn’t discover the extra amount until you were miles away but the amount was significant, what would you do then?
• What if you got the overage from a store that you think is too high-priced anyway? Would that make a difference?
• What are some other “excuses” you could come up with to not return the money?
~Biblical Examples of “Integrity “ ~
• Read Gen. 39 and then discuss what Joseph did and why he did it. 
Genesis 39
Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt (after his brothers sold him into slavery) to serve Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials. 
2 The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.  Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 
8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 
11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 
16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. 
But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 
• What were some of Josephs’ options when it came to Potiphar’s Wife?
 • What kind of “excuses” could Joseph have come up with to “justify” sleeping with Potiphar’s Wife?
• Why does doing what is “easy” or giving into “excuses” so often seem to be the (so called) “better” thing to do? 
• Does doing what right (or having integrity) automatically mean that things will turn out good for you? Why or why not?
• Can you think of other biblical examples of men who had to “pay the price” for doing the right thing? 
• What kind of “excuses” could these men you listed above come up with for doing the “easy” thing?

• Talk about what it means to be a person of integrity in the following aspects of their lives:
	• At school
	• At home with their parents and siblings
	• On the job
	• On a date, and in their relationships with girls
	• In your relationship with God
• Which of the following 3 verse that focus on Integrity stick out to you them most and why?
	Proverbs 12:22 The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in people who are 	trustworthy. 
	Proverbs 22:1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be 		esteemed is better than silver or gold. 
	Matthew 5:37  All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes 	from the evil one.


~Personal Reading Report ~
If anyone from your group has been reading an books on the topic of how to be a “Godly Man” give them  a few minutes to share with the group what they are reading and what has stuck out for them. 
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