Things to Do With Your Home Church Teens This Year

The Teen Ministry believes that our teens need relationships with our Home Church adults not just a program for them to be involved in. Because of this the Teen Ministry purposefully does not have any events on the 4th Sunday of the month so that our teens can be involved with their home church.  With this in mind we have provided several ideas below for you to do with your teens. 

Here is a list that will help give you some ideas of positive things to do with or for your teen. Enjoy!  You can click the blue links for more info. on these ideas. 
1. Volunteer together.  You can always check with the Church office or Dry Bones to see if they need help with any volunteer projects, or look around your neighborhood for ways you can serve your neighbors.  
2.  Cook a meal together. Maybe take turns and let all the teen girls and women cook one week and the teen guys and men cook the next time (you can let the guys cook on the grill so they still feel manly). Here are a few tasty Pizza suggestions.
3. Be a cheerleader.  Have your home church attend one of your teen’s big events, whether it’s a sporting event, a play, concert, etc… Have everyone sit together and cheer them on. You could also do something extra like bring flowers (not for the guys though) or take them out afterwards and treat them to dessert or dinner. 

4.  Help during finals week.  Most of our teens’ finals are during mid December and late May. To encourage your teens during this stressful week you can spend some time praying over them during home church and maybe even send them some encouraging notes, emails, or a text during the week. 

5. Encourage Purity.  Every other year (odd-numbered years) our youth group has a Purity Banquet. This is a time in which our teens make a pledge to remain pure till marriage. Your home church can encourage your teens by doing things like pitching in to buy your teens a purity ring, having each married couple write a letter to your teens giving them advice on dos and don’ts of dating/marriage, or have the women get with the girls and the men get with the boys and take them out on the town to celebrate their decision.   Talk to your teen about sex. 

6. Notes of Encouragements. Take some time to write your teens an encouragement  note, text or email.  

7. Take them out to lunch. Work out your schedules so that you can take your teens out to lunch sometime.  

9. Yearbook. Have your home church buy a sponsorship in your teens’ yearbook and write them something encouraging.  
11. Birthdays. Plan a birthday party. 

12. Movie Night. Watch a movie or have a movie marathon.  Rent your favorite movies together. Have one of your teens rent their favorite and then one of the adults can rent  theirs. Take a night and watch them both. 

13.T-shirts. Make your own t-shirts or sweatshirts. 

14. Serve together. Serve at a soup kitchen. 

15. Make a time capsule. 
16. Go bowling. 
17. Ticketmaster. Go to a professional sporting event or concert. 

18. Light the fire. Have a campfire and roast marshmallows. 

19. Have a garage sale.  – the money your home church makes can go toward the teens’ summer camp or retreat costs.
20. Bake cookies. 

21. Dessert. Make the best ice cream sandwich ever. 

22. Talk to your teen about college.  During your teens’ Jr. or Sr. year take a night to have your home church visit with those teens about where they think they might want to go to College and spend some time praying with them about their decision. Be sure to do some follow up work and have a night of celebration and prayer once they get accepted.  
23. Talk to your teen about serving his country.  Same as above just with a lot more prayer!! 
24. Fast food night. Order out at your teen’s favorite fast food joint. 


25. Leave a tip. Have your home church go visit your teen at the place they work (if possible); while there, be sure to brag on them to their boss and leave them a big tip (if appropriate).  
26. Have a Starbucks night
27. Have a girls night –  go shopping, get a manicure, see a chick flick, etc..

28. Have a guys night – eat hot wings, go to the driving range and hit some balls, eat some hot wings and watch a football game, eat some hot wings and have a belching contest (after all, you have eaten a lot of hot wings). 

