TRUTH YOU CAN TRUST
Next week we'll celebrate an event that took place 2,000 years ago.  But the news broke first about 6,000 years ago when, after our first grandparents were snookered by satan, in his snake suit, and bit the apple and committed humanity's original sin.  

At that point God turned to the snake and said, "You will be punished for this; you alone of all the animals must bear this curse:  from now on you will crawl on your belly, and you will have to eat dust as long as you live.  I will make you and the woman hate each other; her offspring and yours will always be enemies.  Her offspring will crush your head, and you will bite her offspring's heel." (Gen. 3:14-15)

Some 4,000 years ago Abram (later called Abraham), still childless at age 75, heard God's voice saying, "Leave your country (the city of Ur in Babylonia/Iraq), your relatives, and your father's home, and go to a land that I am going to show you.  I will give you many descendants, and they will become a great nation.  I will bless you and make your name famous, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, but I will curse those who curse you.  And through you I will bless all the nations."  (Gen. 12:1-3, 15:5-6)

Over the next 1,500 years God spoke through His Jewish prophets more than 300 times, predicting the birth of His Son Jesus and the events that would occur during His brief 33 years on earth.  History tells us that these events, to date, have occurred, in minutest detail, exactly as God had foretold them, confirming beyond any doubt that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah, the Son of God, and the Savior of the world.

Micah prophesied (5:2) the exact city where Jesus would be born and described his eternal nature.  The prophets said He would be a descendant of the royal line of King David.  Malachi predicted that a messenger (John the Baptist) would announce the Savior's coming and prepare the public to receive Him.

Zechariah wrote that Jesus would come to the Jews humbly, riding on the foal of a donkey.  David wrote that one of Jesus' close friends would betray Him.  Zechariah noted the exact cost of that treasonous act -- 30 pieces of silver!

Isaiah said the Savior would be tortured by whipping and that people would spit in His face.  David said that His feet and hands would be pierced, yet none of His bones would be broken, that He would be given vinegar to drink, and that Jesus would say these words, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  David saw that Jesus' clothing would be gambled for and divvied up.

And ALL of these prophecies were given by God HUNDREDS of years before Jesus' birth!

In the fulfillment of these prescient revelations by God, we see that both Joseph and Mary are descendants of the royal line of David.  Mary indeed was a virgin, having been impregnated miraculously by the Holy Spirit of God.  The Roman emperor called for a census that sent the young, pregnant couple traveling about 90 miles to Bethlehem, the very city that Micah had foreseen half a millennium before!

The angels of God appeared to some ordinary shepherds in a nearby field, telling them the great news of the Savior's birth.  After seeing the Savior in person these blue collar field hands returned to their workplace, just as you and I do each morning, but they'd been forever changed -- because of what they'd both heard and seen -- verifying that what the angels had told them was indeed true.  

It was just as they'd been told!

God speaks the Truth.  Because He IS THE Truth.  He took great pains to predict His Son's coming over 4,000 centuries!  And it took place EXACTLY as He said it would.  Not an iota of variance!

Therefore, He is completely trustworthy.  Yet you and I struggle with trusting Him totally.  

TODAY’S BIG QUESTION:  Is there a room in your spiritual house that you haven’t turned over to God yet?
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