
What is Water Baptism? 
 
Who Should Be Baptized 
Christians are people who believe that the blood of Jesus Christ, shed on the cross, provides the sole 
basis for the forgiveness of sin. Therefore, salvation occurs only when a person places his or her faith 
in the death and resurrection of Christ as the sufficient payment for his or her sin. 
 
If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, then you are ready to be baptized. Just 
like a bride and groom show others their love for one another by wearing wedding bands, your 
baptism is your opportunity to show others that you have accepted Christ and are now walking with 
Him. 
 
What Baptism Symbolizes? 
 
Baptism is a way of showing others that you have entered into a relationship with Jesus Christ. It 
symbolizes what took place in your heart at the time of salvation: 
 
* Acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 
* Sharing in His death and resurrection illustrated by going under the water (dead to our old life), then 
rising again (new life). 
 
* Being symbolically washed clean, our sins being forgiven by His death on the cross. 
 
Because Jesus instructed us to be baptized, baptism is an act of obedience. While it is not necessary 
for salvation, it demonstrates submission to God. We immerse at New Life because we believe it to 
be consistent with scriptural teaching (most closely illustrates the believer’s identification with the 
death and resurrection of Christ) and the practice of the New Testament church (i.e, book of Acts). 
  
Matthew 28:19-20 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 
Luke 3:21-22 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
pleased. 
 
Acts 2:37-38 
37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of 
the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Romans 6:3-4 
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
 


